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Presidents, Excellencies,  

Honored delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

Your Excellency The President of the Republic of Congo, Mr. Denis Sassou Nguesso, allow me to thank you and the people of the republic of Congo for your warm invitation and welcome to attend this 2nd Heads of State Summit on the Conservation and Sustainable Management of the Forest Ecosystems of Central Africa.  

It is a privilege to be here among heads of State and government, United Nations Environment Program, other UN Agencies and many stakeholders, whose presence is a statement of their commitment to the environment in this sub region. 

The Congo Basin is a precious heritage for the people who live in it and for humanity in general. We are very grateful for the attention it is receiving. We are especially grateful for the leadership that was provided by the United States of America and we welcome the assumption of future facilitation by Republic of France.  

I wish to thank President Chirac for the personal commitment and leadership that he continues to provide.

Mr. President, since we arrived here in Brazzaville my delegation and I have enjoyed very warm hospitality, which we have deeply appreciated. 

Allow me to also thank you for your warm congratulations on my receiving the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize. This is a great privilege and honour for me and indeed for all of us in Africa.  This honor recognizes the critical linkage between environment, democratic space and peace.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, this was the first time the committee honored an African woman.  A clear recognition of our struggles and contributions towards a better quality of life.  This recognition is indeed for all of us and we should all feel proud and confident.

I have adopted the metaphor of a 3-legged African stool to expound on the linkage between environment, democracy and peace.  The way I see it, it is impossible to manage resources sustainably and share them equitably without democratic space which respects human rights and justice.  It is the absence of these that often leads to conflict.  

Indeed most wars being fought in the world today, are being fought over resources either because they have become degraded and people fight for what is left, or some groups wish to control them at the expense of other groups. To go back to my 3-legged stool, the seat of the stool represents the enabling environment in which citizens become creative and productive.  To have stable and peaceful states we must strive for these values. 

In the course of this conference, the need for good governance has been mentioned several times by different speakers. It is not by coincidence. Rather, it is because it is a serious issue and we must address it.   We have many friends. Some of them are here with us. They want to help us. But we must create an enabling environment for development partners to do their part.

The Vision of COMIFAC is excellent.  The challenge is to translate the words into tangible initiatives and bring about the desired change. It is a long time since Yaounde and as was already noted here, there is need to move from words to action.  

We are privileged to have some our great leaders here today.  About a week ago at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, world leaders and celebrities spoke very strongly in favour of helping Africa especially by looking at the burden of debt, trade barriers, and the quality and quantity of financial assistance.  Our leaders who were there spoke in favor of addressing these issues and creating the enabling environment at home.  Ladies and gentlemen, I sense a strong commitment to help Africa at this time.    We must all capture the moment.

Both the vision and the strategic plan for the Congo Basin are excellent. The presence of Heads of State here is a great demonstration of the political will to conserve this extraordinary reservoir of biodiversity both for the people who live in it and for the greater good of humanity. 

I am deeply moved and encouraged by the commitment, which has been demonstrated at this historic conference with the signing of the treaty today by the Heads of State and government in the sub-region.

What you have done today is not only historic but visionary.  We and the world will applaud and thank you!  

To paraphrase the words of President Kennedy, ‘let us not ask what we can get from the Congo basin. Rather, what we can do for the Congo basin’ 

Ladies and Gentlemen, The basin does not need us, we need it.   

It is for this reason Mr. President, that I accept with humility your warm invitation to be a roving ambassador for this incredible heritage we call the Congo Basin.  

I thank you all.
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